Path of Empire
 Questions
Answer the following in 2-4 sentences each 
1. What do you identify as the author’s main argument about the Panama Railroad Company and the role of the U.S. in Panamanian history in the middle of the 19th century? What is significant about this story?
The author’s argument about the Panama Railroad Company is that it increased the presence American people in Transit across Panama and also brought about a lot of other foreigners from other parts of the world. The railroad also, according to the author was deprived thousands of Panama citizens their economic livelihoods that existed previously because it brought stoppage of boat crossing and use of horses as means of travelers crossing Panama Isthmus. This story is significant in the sense that the discontent of Panama was escalated by the Railroad and this created tension and violence such as the shootings of American travelers in 1856 that changed the way Panama citizens viewed Americans.

2. How did race relations work in Panama in the 19th century? How was difference established or observed?  Why was there tension around abolition in 1852 when there were only 500 slaves in the entire region?
Race relations developed because of the fact that other people got access to wealth through doing business with travelers that passed through panama while others did not. And when the railway came, Panama people thought Americans were trying to extend their racial prejudice to them since there was still slavery in the south of United Sates of America. The tension was because Panama citizens saw that other people were taking up their business opportunities and taking away their livelihoods as they watched. The difference was therefore observed by ensuring that there were various categories of people in society to accommodate various levels of the economic stability such as the rich and the poor or laborers.
3. [bookmark: _Hlk39942160]What was the “Tajada de Sandía” incident of 1856, and why is it important to the history that McGuinness wishes to tell? Were filibusters an important part of the story?
Tejada de Sandia was an incident where a drunk American in the streets of Panama refused to pay for the slice of watermelon from a Panama seller. The American refused to pay and insulted the seller and this made Panamanians to draw their firearms and shooting ensured. Chaos erupted as they shot at American travelers. The railway station security and police exchanged fire with them and at the end, 17 American travelers were left dead. One Panama citizen also lost his life and 50 other American travelers were wounded. The important of the incident is that it was the beginning of the resistant anti-American sentiments among Panama which later led to resistance and formation of the constitutions. Filibusters were important part of the story because they debated the importance of leadership for Panama and this led to the constitution later.
4. What was the status of political conflict between liberals and conservatives? How does this compare with what we know about Mexico at midcentury?
The political conflict between the liberals and conservatives were as intense in the sense that Colombia had just abolished slavery while it was still being practice in the united Sates of America. This is different from what we know about Mexico at midcentury because it was one of the countries that practiced slavery by selling slaves to the neighbouring US especially in the southern states.
